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chapter also addresses ‘Associated Rituals and Beliefs,’ which include
only those that related to the architecture, such as the abandonment of
dwellings in which someone had died.

To achieve this ‘comprehensive appraisal of Eskimo dwellings,’ the
authors consult a rich variety of resources. They estimate that half of
their sources are graphic, including not only drawings and photographs
from white observers, ranging from John Weber’s 1784 drawing of a
Western Eskimo dwelling to present-day photographs of ruins, but also
Eskimo drawings appearing on tobacco pipes, knives, and bones. The
written sources are also extensive; as Lee and Reinhardt point out, what
is described is not always illustrated, and vice versa. Other sources
include oral histories and interviews, songs, and three-dimensional
models of house interiors carved by Eskimos.

Fortunately for a book so dependent on graphic sources, the repro-
duction quality and the layout of the book are both excellent. More than
170 black-and-white photographs, line drawings, and maps illustrate the
text, accompanied by unusually perceptive captions, which highlight the
architecture and also point out other items of interest. The layout is clear
and spacious. 

In a final summary chapter, the authors attempt some conclusions,
but because one of their major findings is that Eskimo architecture ex-
hibits greater variability than most people concede, they hesitate to
proclaim a characteristic dwelling form. For winter dwellings, different
materials characterize each region, but a common use of space spans the
continent: a separate sleeping chamber that is at least partially under-
ground, with raised sleeping platforms, natural and artificial lighting,
and some form of ventilation. For summer dwellings, tents predominate,
although in a different shape in each region: conical, domical, arched, or
ridged. The authors then suggest areas for future research, most of
which concern setting the architecture in a greater cultural context. This
book, primarily descriptive in intent, is obviously a necessary first step
toward a more complete understanding of the architecture, and one that
is most welcome.
ALISON K. HOAGLAND Michigan Technological University

A Very Remarkable Sickness: Epidemics in the Petit Nord, 1670 to 1846. PAUL

HACKETT. Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2002. Pp. xv, 315,
illus. $24.95

Although no one now denies the devastation wrought by introduced epi-
demic diseases among the indigenous peoples of the western hemisphere
after 1491, debates have raged about the timing of epidemics and the
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extent of depopulation. High counters posit pre-Columbian hemispheric
populations of 150 million or more; doubting the evidence, low counters
are much more circumspect. If the premise of a hemispheric pandemic
in the 1520s following the introduction of smallpox to Central America is
now generally discounted, there are many more local disputes about the
timing and extent of epidemics. Debates are heated because population
numbers and the politics of native land are closely related. Evidence,
however, has often been sparse, and meticulous regional disease histo-
ries have been obviously needed. They are beginning to appear. Perhaps
the best of them is the book under review by Paul Hackett, based on his
PhD thesis in historical geography at the University of Manitoba.

The Petit Nord, his region of analysis, is the large territory bounded
approximately by Lake Superior, Lake Winnipeg, and the southwestern
shores of Hudson and James Bays. To this region he brings a compre-
hensive knowledge of the North American literature on disease introduc-
tions among Aboriginal people, and a fastidious examination of the
relevant archives, particularly the Hudson’s Bay Company records. So
armed, he is able to comment on the North American sources of infec-
tious diseases, the routes and timing of their introduction, and their
spread and severity in the Petit Nord. To a remarkable extent, conjecture
yields to information. If precise mortality rates can rarely be established
and the impact of disease on Native cultures and livelihoods can be only
glimpsed, Hackett has usually been able to establish what diseases came,
when, from where, and by what route, where in the Petit Nord they were
expressed, and approximately how lethal they were. Unresolved (and
probably unresovable) details abound, but the general patterns of intro-
duction and diffusion seem clear. 

He shows that while there were introductions from the posts on
Hudson Bay and, while the devastating smallpox epidemic of the early
1780s originated in Mexico City, the principal sources of infectious
diseases in the Petit Nord were the eastern seaboard towns and the ex-
panding regions of European settlement associated with them. To a con-
siderable extent, the book is an analysis of the growing connection
between the Petit Nord and this disease pool. The first epidemics were
occasional introductions separated by many years, but as travel times
diminished and outsiders became more common, the frequency and
variety of introductions increased. With its long incubation period and
ability to survive outside human hosts, smallpox was the first introduc-
tion. Diseases with shorter incubation periods arrived later. In the nine-
teenth century, measles, whooping cough, chicken pox, mumps, and
scarlet fever all became common. By the 1830s most Native settlements
in the Petit Nord experienced one or another of these introduced dis-
eases almost every year; in one year alone, 1846, they faced measles,
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influenza, and dysentery, the combined effects of which were perhaps
even more devastating than the 50 to 75 per cent mortality rates associ-
ated with smallpox in the early 1780s. 

These epidemics underlie the modern history of western Canada, and
Paul Hackett has written a basic book about them. It will not soon be
superseded, but perhaps may be usefully complemented. Given the avail-
able data, it may still be possible to say more about the impact of disease
on Native populations. Hackett is exceedingly cautious: he does not
estimate the size of pre- or post-epidemic populations or suggest mortal-
ity rates, and has little to say about population rebounds. He criticizes
the ethno-historian Charles Bishop for using figures indicating a rapid
population rebound at Lac Seul in the decade after 1827 to posit a
general population increase, whereas Hackett suggests that the Lac Seul
figures reflect new arrivals after the closing of other posts and the
disruptions of epidemics. He is probably right. His knowledge of
epidemics in the Petit Nord is vast, and he is far better equipped than
anyone else to offer tentative but informed judgments about their
demographic effects. I understand his caution, but if he withholds such
judgments, others, knowing far less than he, will not be so reticent.
COLE HARRIS University of British Columbia

La Ruée vers le Sud: Migrations du Canada vers les États-Unis 1840–1930.
BRUNO RAMIREZ (with the collaboration of YVES OTIS). Montreal: Les
Éditions du Boréal, 2003. Pp. 276, illus. $24.95

Over the years, there seems to have emerged a consensus that the history
of Canadian emigration to the United States ended, or at least dramati-
cally declined, with the dawn of the twentieth century. In part, this may
be explained by the assumption that with the Laurier years, and the
economic boom times that accompanied them, Canada became a mag-
net for immigrants, thus there was less focus on emigration. Also, the
history of Canadian migration to the United States has been mainly the
story of the mass exodus of French Canadians, which, as demographers
like Yolande Lavoie demonstrated, intensified, beginning at the time of
the American Civil War. Because of French Canadians’ minority position
within Confederation, the demographic hemorrhage to the south was the
subject of intense scrutiny for Quebec’s political, cultural, and clerical
elites. The history of the late nineteenth-century French-Canadian emi-
gration movement has been richly documented by the likes of Yves Roby,
François Weil, Bruno Ramirez, and others, in part because of the mass
of documentation to be found on the subject – on both sides of the


