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women in this text are happy, resilient, con 

tented, uncomplaining, and cheerful, or striv 

ing to be. The idea that "contentedness" was 

worth the "cultural conservatism in gender 

relations" may not sit well with feminist histo 

rians. 

This should not detract from the book's 

importance. The complex and diverse life 

worlds of German-speaking women as pre 

sented here will add to the growing knowledge 
of immigrant women's experience. The docu 

mentation of the domestic side of frontier life 

will be a welcome addition to the growing 
works within the category of the "New West 

ern History." 

ROYDEN LOEWEN 

Mennonite Studies 

University of Winnipeg 

Homeland to Hinterland: The Changing Worlds 

of the Red River Metis in the Nineteenth Cen 

tury. By Gerhard J. Ens. Toronto: University 

Press, 1996. Appendices, notes, bibliography, 

maps, tables, photographs, index, xv + 268 

pp. $55.00 cloth, $18.95 paper. 

Studies of the Red River Settlement, the 

Metis people, and their buffalo hunt are so 

numerous that historians in the wider fields of 

Aboriginal or western Canadian studies have 

become increasingly impatient with this phe 

nomenon of "Red River myopia." The ques 

tion a reader must ask of this book is what new 

perspective Gerhard Ens brings to the exist 

ing material. 

According to Ens, Homeland to Hinterland 

situates the local experience in a "broader pro 

cess of economic change." Authors of previ 

ous works, he claims, were political historians 

writing about "the rise of a 'new nation' with 

out adequately explaining the social and eco 

nomic origins," or fur trade historians who 

"seldom examine the Red River Metis past the 

mid-nineteenth century." Ens proposes to show 

how a Metis identity developed within "the 

economic and social niche they carved out for 

themselves within the fur trade," looking with 

particular care at the interval between 1840 

and 1880. 
The author asserts again and again that this 

identity rose and fell with the "cottage indus 

try" connected with exploitation of the buf 

falo as an item of peltry traded with Americans. 

In his estimate, buffalo robes were the main 

stay of the Metis economy after 1840. These 

skins of the beasts—"hair left on and the hide 

tanned"—had to be "harvested in winter" to 

obtain the best product. Since the resource 

was increasingly remote from Red River, more 

and more Metis had to relocate to the prime 

buffalo wintering sites, their ties to Red River 

becoming ever more tenuous. Increasingly, 

"the Metis homeland" turned into little more 

than a waypoint in the marketing of robes 

manufactured in Saskatchewan for sale in St. 

Paul, Minnesota. As soon as Canadian new 

comers began to pour into Red River as a prov 

ince of Canada in 1870, the Metis robe traders 

thought even more seriously of cutting all ties 

to the old homeland. Long absences became 

permanent migrations. The point Ens asserts 

repeatedly is that the Metis dispersal "was the 

result largely of their involvement in the buf 

falo robe trade" rather than any push factors 

attributable to the bad faith of the Govern 

ment of Canada in the administration of prom 

ised land and the assurance of full provincial 

status to the provisional government of Red 

River as a Metis province in Confederation. 

Thus, in the end, rather than providing a boldly 
innovative thesis, the work becomes narrowly 

political and fully implicated in the old de 

fense-of-Canada tradition of historical schol 

arship. 
The study fails in its stated purpose not 

because of its politics, but for the array of evi 

dence left out. Ens ignores the role of Indians 

as the winter-producers of the prime buffalo 

robes; he pretends that the flattened curve of 

the rate of increase of old parishes is attri 

butable to outmigration rather than exten 

sion to new parishes in the Red River 
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Settlement itself; he ignores the defense-of 

settlement participatory democracy in the re 

sistance of 1869-70 and the most important 
indicators of a determination to persist until 

the mid 1870s. These and other omissions were 
called to his attention in my "Dispossession 

vs. Accommodation in Plaintiff vs. Defendant 
Accounts of Metis Dispersal from Manitoba, 
1870-1881," published in Prairie Forum in 1991 
after the appearance of an article-length ver 

sion of his thesis in 1988. This book contrib 
utes nothing in reply to that point-by-point 

refutation of his case—not so much as a foot 

note or bibliographical citation to suggest that 

his thesis is clouded by controversy. Readers 

expecting more will be disappointed to dis 
cover how little the work adds to that first 

assertion of his thesis now, almost a decade 

later. 

D. N. Sprague 

Department of History 

University of Manitoba 

Kit Carson: Indian Fighter or Indian Killer? Ed 

ited by R. C. Gordon-McCutchan. Niwot: 

University Press of Colorado, 1996. Index, xiv 
+ 105 pp. $24.95. 

The five essays in this slim volume set out 

to answer the question asked in the title— 

what was Kit Carson's attitude toward the 

Navajos he helped defeat during the 1860s. 

All five authors agree that Carson has been 

badly abused by other historians writing—of 
ten poorly—in the spirit of their own times 

without sympathetically understanding those 

of their topic. There is no hung jury on this 

verdict—Carson deserved better. 

The defense's strategy is as follows. Darlis 

A. Miller lays the foundation by examining 
the role of dime store novels in creating a 

thrilling but fabricated reputation for a man 

who had no desire for notoriety. R. C. Gor 

don-McCutchan, the volume's editor, argues 
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that the Navajos of the 1860s had a long his 

tory of fighting and raiding, that they needed 

to be controlled, and that until this was done 

the Southwest would remain chaotic. He then 

attacks Clifford Trafzer's The Kit Carson Cam 

paign (1982) as the premiere example of inac 
curate history written for a sympathetic yet 

uninformed pro-Native American audience. 

Lawrence C. Kelly continues this attack by 

uncovering what he considers sloppy Trafzer 

scholarship—in some cases working page by 

page, endnote by endnote. Marc S. Simmons 

joins the fray by noting that the historical 
record shows Carson to have been a man of 

positive character, a man appreciated by "In 

dians, Mexicans and Americans" alike. Rob 
ert M. Utley closes by suggesting that both 

warring cultures acted predictably from their 

own understanding, and that administrative 

and logistical failings of the white man were 
far more detrimental than the military opera 

tions. 

How successful are these scholars in de 

fending Carson's reputation? I found the es 

says enlightening, well documented, and to 

the point. They do, however, present only one 

side. For instance, the editor argues that Na 

vajo culture justified its "aggressive and thiev 

ing impulses" by looking at all non-Navajos as 

"prey." True, but the string of broken treaties 

(five in the span of a decade) were examples of 
failed American policy in the spirit of land 

grabbing manifest destiny. It would also be 

helpful to hear a Native American voice raised 

on behalf of the other side of the controversy. 

Kit Carson is a thought-provoking collec 

tion that says as much about the writing of 

history and the creation of an image as it does 

about the frontiersman. 

Robert S. McPherson 

Department of History 

College of Eastern Utah-San Juan Campus 
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